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Student solidarity: IIT-B gets its version of banned Chennai 

group  

Hindustan Times (Mumbai) 

UP IN ARMS Students protest in city, demand action against Ambedkar Periyar Study 

Circle by IIT-Madras be revoked 

MUMBAI: The ban on the Ambedkar Periyar Study Circle (APSC) by the Indian Institute of Technology – 

Madras (IIT) has sparked protests across other institutes, with some starting their own forums modelled around 

the group as a mark of solidarity.  

The group floated by students of IIT-Bombay is called the Ambedkar Periyar Phule Circle (APPC). To show 

their support, at least 60 students from IIT-Bombay, Tata Institute of Social Science (TISS) and other colleges 

protested outside Dadar station on Monday, demanding that the ban be revoked.  
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Last week, IIT-Madras ignited a major controversy after it banned the APSC following an anonymous 

complaint to the ministry of human resources alleging that the group was trying to spread hatred towards Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi by distributing provocative pamphlets and posters in the campus.  

The ministry, however, claimed that it had no role in banning the group and had merely forwarded the 

complaint letter to the dean of IIT-Madras.  

Social activists and author Anand Teltumbde, who teaches at IIT-Kharagpur, commended the students of IIT- 

Madras for their efforts. “I congratulate you for challenging the undemocratic action by the I I T- Madras 

authorities at t he behest of t heir political bosses… Needless to say India is with you in your fight against such 

high-handedness of the spineless authorities of a hallowed institution as I I T- Madras,” he posted on Facebook.  

Calling the move undemocratic, students said the APSC was not given a fair hearing before it was 

derecognised.  

“Banning p ro g re s s ive groups such as the Ambedkar Periyar Study Circle is another step to crush the voice 

of truth. We have come together to uphold the thoughts of the l i kes of Ambedkar, Phule, Periyar, Bhagat Singh 

and other revolutionaries,” said S Kavita, a TISS student, who participated in the protest.  

Social media has played a major role in mobilising students, with several pages on networking sites coming up 

support of the APSC.  

Some academicians are not very pleased with the demonstration.  

“Academic institutions are not political platfor ms. While registering their protest is well within everyone’s 

rights, nobody is talking about the real problems faced by the backward communities,” said a professor and 

social activist from Kirti College, requesting anonymity.  
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Sanjay Gupta new chairman of Engineers India Ltd  

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/indl-goods/svs/sanjay-gupta-new-chairman-of-engineers-india-
ltd/articleshow/47500768.cms 

NEW DELHI: Sanjay Gupta today took over as chairman and managing director of Engineers India Ltd, the state-owned 
engineering and consultancy, procurement and construction ( EPC) company in hydrocarbons and petrochemicals.  
 
Prior to this, he was Director (Commercial) in EIL, a company statement said here.  
 
Gupta replaced A K Purwaha who superannuated yesterday. An Engineering graduate from IIT Roorkee, Gupta has about 
34 years of experience in the company ranging from planning to implementation of mega grassroot projects in the 
refineries and petrochemical sector.  
 
He took over as Director (Commercial) of EIL in July 2012 and will have a term as head of the company till June 2017 
when he superannuate.  

IIT shifts to new campus on July 20 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/bhubaneswar/IIT-shifts-to-new-campus-on-July-20/articleshow/47497446.cms 

BHUBANESWAR: IIT Bhubaneswar (IITBBS) will start functioning from its permanent campus at Argul village, on the 

outskirts of the city, from July 20, director of the institute Ratnam Varada Rajakumar said here on Sunday. 

 

He said students will move into the hostels on the new campus from the new academic year. Besides, a section of non-

teaching staff and a few faculty members will be accommodated on the campus, though classes will continue at Toshali 

Plaza for the time being. 

 

"We will soon start a medical facility on the new campus. Since the hospital building is not ready, it will function from 

the guesthouse," the director said. 

 

For seamless transport from the permanent campus to Toshali Plaza, buses will ply every hour on working days. 

 

The director said makeshift sports facility for the students were ready and finishing touches given to the boundary work. 

 

Currently, IITBBS functions from eight disjointed locations. 

 

When the construction started in November 2011, the institute had December 2013 deadline for the first-phase work, 

creating facility for 2,500 students, 250 faculty members and 275 support staff. Master plan of the campus was designed 

to accommodate 10,000 students, 1,000 faculty, 1,100 non-teaching employees, besides 1000 outsourced support staff. 

 

The Centre approved construction of 2, 21,000 square metre of covered area (63,000 square metre for academic 

complex and 1, 58,000 square metre for residential complex) in the first phase for which it had released Rs 450 crore. 

Currently, the institute has over 900 students and more than 90 faculty members. 
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