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Gagging students

he ban on the Ambedkar Periyar Study Cir-
cle, a student group of IIT Madras, is an
attack on freedom of speech and expression
guaranteed under Article 19 of the Consti-
tution. Freedom of speech and expression
includes right to acquire and disseminate infor-
mation. Right to disseminate includes right to
communicate through any media, print, electron-
ic or visual audio. The fundamental right can be
limited only by a law made for the purpose
according to Article 19 (2). The burden is on the
authority to justify restrictions. No restrictions
can be placed on the right to freedom of speech
and expression on grounds other than those spec-
ified in Article 19 (2) according to the Supreme
Court’s ruling in Secretary, Ministry of Informa-
tion and Broadcasting v Cricket Association of
Bengal (AIR 1995 SC 1236). The Ambedkar Peri-
yar Study Circle was established as an indepen-
dent student body of IIT, Madras, on 14 April
2014, to promote the thoughts of Ambedkar and
Periyar and to initiate debates on socio-econom-
ic, political and cultural issues which affect the
common man within the academic fraternity. IIT
Madras has a long history of being an exclusive
platform for right-wing groups. In just one year,
the Ambedkar Periyar Study Circle has organ-
ised hall meetings, screening of movies and dis-
tribution of pamphlets and treated among stu-
dents awareness of threats to agriculture, GM
crops and their impact on agriculture, the divi-
sive attempt of the HRD ministry to have sepa-
rate dining halls in IIT-M and IIT-Mumbai for
vegetarians and non-vegetarians and the like.
De-recognition of the APSC, albeit temporari-
ly as claimed by the Dean of the IIT, has been con-
demned by every political party barring the
AIADMK and the BJP and it conveys its own mes-
sage. What triggered the present controversy was
a speech by R Vivekananda Gopal, a social scien-
tist on the faculty of Dravidian University, on
“Contemporary Relevance of Ambedkar” on 18
May in which he criticised Prime Minister
Narendra Modi for programmes like ***ghar
waapsi***, ban on cow slaughter and the move to
acquire agricultural land compulsorily. It clearly
made an impression on the IIT student communi-
ty. IIT authorities had been uncomfortable with
the activities of the APSC even before Gopal's
speech. An anonymous letter was sent to the
Union HRD Ministry. Prisca Mathew, an under-
secretary in the ministry, sought IIT’s response.
No one has taken HRD Minister Smiti Irani’s
claim that IITs are autonomous institutions
which take their own decisions, especially in the
light of the recent resignation of Anil Kakodkar,
chairman of IIT Bombay’s board of governors.
Authorities of IIT Madras may not agree with the
views of APSC or academician Gopal but they
have a duty to uphold freedom of speech.
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Student solidarity: 11'T-B gets its version of banned Chennai
group

Hindustan Times (Mumbai)

UP IN ARMS Students protest in city, demand action against Ambedkar Periyar Study
Circle by IIT-Madras be revoked

MUMBAI: The ban on the Ambedkar Periyar Study Circle (APSC) by the Indian Institute of Technology —
Madras (I1T) has sparked protests across other institutes, with some starting their own forums modelled around
the group as a mark of solidarity.

The group floated by students of I1T-Bombay is called the Ambedkar Periyar Phule Circle (APPC). To show
their support, at least 60 students from 1IT-Bombay, Tata Institute of Social Science (TISS) and other colleges
protested outside Dadar station on Monday, demanding that the ban be revoked.
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Last week, 1IT-Madras ignited a major controversy after it banned the APSC following an anonymous
complaint to the ministry of human resources alleging that the group was trying to spread hatred towards Prime
Minister Narendra Modi by distributing provocative pamphlets and posters in the campus.

The ministry, however, claimed that it had no role in banning the group and had merely forwarded the
complaint letter to the dean of 1IT-Madras.

Social activists and author Anand Teltumbde, who teaches at I1T-Kharagpur, commended the students of 11T-
Madras for their efforts. “I congratulate you for challenging the undemocratic action by the I I T- Madras
authorities at t he behest of t heir political bosses... Needless to say India is with you in your fight against such
high-handedness of the spineless authorities of a hallowed institution as I | T- Madras,” he posted on Facebook.

Calling the move undemocratic, students said the APSC was not given a fair hearing before it was
derecognised.

“Banning p ro g re s s ive groups such as the Ambedkar Periyar Study Circle is another step to crush the voice
of truth. We have come together to uphold the thoughts of the | i kes of Ambedkar, Phule, Periyar, Bhagat Singh
and other revolutionaries,” said S Kavita, a TISS student, who participated in the protest.

Social media has played a major role in mobilising students, with several pages on networking sites coming up
support of the APSC.

Some academicians are not very pleased with the demonstration.
“Academic institutions are not political platfor ms. While registering their protest is well within everyone’s

rights, nobody is talking about the real problems faced by the backward communities,” said a professor and
social activist from Kirti College, requesting anonymity.



Who's siding with who

& why:
1
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tis ironic how we claim that ours is a sovereign
democracy and yet turn our faces away when
the need arises to actually live the fact. Power
corrupts and the crunch - as there always is —
lies in determining who is corrupted and who
isn't. On 29 May, the Indian Institute of
Technology, Madras, found itself at the centre
of a row over derecognition of a students
group, many of whom are Dalits, following a
complaint that it was critical of Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi, triggering protests from
the Congress and Aam Aadmi Party

Care to know why? The Ambedkar Periyar
Students’ Circle was “derecognised” following
an allegation that it was ting hatred
against the Prime Minister With the Union
human resource ministry having nothing to do
with it, minister Smriti Irani said II'T, Madras,
took action as per its own guidelines. Ac-
cording to her, IIT, Madras, is an autonomous
institution capable of taking its own decisions.
“I know people in the Congress are very inter-
ested in finding some flaw with the HRD min-
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GIVEN HOW POLITICS IS PRACTISED IN THIS COUNTRY, THERE'S LITTLE WONDER WHY
CAMPUSES ACROSS THE COUNTRY ARE BEING INFUSED WITH A CURRICULUM THAT IS
HARDLY CONDUCIVE TO LEARNING, SAYS DEBAMEETA BHATTACHARYA

istry. But I am sure that they understand that
autonomous educational institutions have the
right to administer their institution as per
their own laws,” she said.

All the action her ministry took was forward
the complaint received to the director IIT, Mad-
ras, for comments. Dean Sivakumar M Srini-
vasan said, “The APSC violated the code of
conduct for student bodies that categorically
stated that activities should have the dean’s
approval. (The students were insisting they
had the right to freedom of expression.) Sev-
eral student organisations function in the cam-
pus, operating on the basis of involvement and
initiatives. Student groups who desire to use
the institute’s resources are required to be rec-
ognised and have to follow the guidelines laid
down by the Board of Students that comprise
elected student representatives,”

Professor Ramamurthy, acting IIT, Madras,
director said the action had been taken as the
students had “violated” defined guidelines of
the institute. “As per the guidelines in force,

student bodies cannot use the name of IIT,
Madras, or its official entities in any capacity
to publicise their activities or garner support
without official permission. This group has
violated the guidelines while conducting their
meeting. This was what led to temporary dere-
cognition of the group, he added.

A separate statement by the institute said
that while IIT, Madras, did not “curtail” stud-
ents’ freedom of expression, “it is expected
that student groups adhere to these guidelines
while conducting their activities”.

Meanwhile, Congress vice-president Rahul
Gandhi condemned 1T, Madras’ move to cen-
sure a students’ group for criticising the Nar-
endra Modi government. “IIT student group
banned for criticising ]
the Modi government. Free speech is our right.
We will fight any attempt to crush dissent and
debate,” he tweeted. AAP leader Ashu-
tosh asked whether students from
the Dalit community had a
right to express their views &

Y

on the Prime Minister ]

Away from who is siding with who, National
Students’ Union of India workers held a pro-
test outside Smriti Irani’s official residence on
31 May in New Delhi over derecognition of a
students’ body for reportedly criticising Modi.
The protesters from the Congress’ students’
wing raised anti-government slogans and ac-
cused the HRD ministry of being behind the
action against the body. They also demanded
that the action be revoked. Some of the pro-
testers were detained by police when they tried
to break barricades.

Slamming IIT, Madras, for its decision to
derecognise a students’ body for alleged viola-
tion of code of conduct, the DMK on 3t May

sought
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Sanjay Gupta new chairman of Engineers India Ltd

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/indl-goods/svs/sanjay-gupta-new-chairman-of-engineers-india-
Itd/articleshow/47500768.cms

NEW DELHI: Sanjay Gupta today took over as chairman and managing director of Engineers India Ltd, the state-owned
engineering and consultancy, procurement and construction ( EPC) company in hydrocarbons and petrochemicals.

Prior to this, he was Director (Commercial) in EIL, a company statement said here.
Gupta replaced A K Purwaha who superannuated yesterday. An Engineering graduate from IIT Roorkee, Gupta has about
34 years of experience in the company ranging from planning to implementation of mega grassroot projects in the

refineries and petrochemical sector.

He took over as Director (Commercial) of EIL in July 2012 and will have a term as head of the company till June 2017
when he superannuate.

1T shifts to new campus on July 20

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/bhubaneswar/IIT-shifts-to-new-campus-on-July-20/articleshow/47497446.cms

BHUBANESWAR: IIT Bhubaneswar (IITBBS) will start functioning from its permanent campus at Argul village, on the
outskirts of the city, from July 20, director of the institute Ratnam Varada Rajakumar said here on Sunday.

He said students will move into the hostels on the new campus from the new academic year. Besides, a section of non-
teaching staff and a few faculty members will be accommodated on the campus, though classes will continue at Toshali

Plaza for the time being.

"We will soon start a medical facility on the new campus. Since the hospital building is not ready, it will function from
the guesthouse," the director said.

For seamless transport from the permanent campus to Toshali Plaza, buses will ply every hour on working days.

The director said makeshift sports facility for the students were ready and finishing touches given to the boundary work.
Currently, IITBBS functions from eight disjointed locations.

When the construction started in November 2011, the institute had December 2013 deadline for the first-phase work,
creating facility for 2,500 students, 250 faculty members and 275 support staff. Master plan of the campus was designed
to accommodate 10,000 students, 1,000 faculty, 1,100 non-teaching employees, besides 1000 outsourced support staff.
The Centre approved construction of 2, 21,000 square metre of covered area (63,000 square metre for academic

complex and 1, 58,000 square metre for residential complex) in the first phase for which it had released Rs 450 crore.
Currently, the institute has over 900 students and more than 90 faculty members.
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